University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

6-11-1993

Honduras: Government Announces Decision To
Invite Foreign Electoral Observers
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Honduras: Government Announces Decision To Invite Foreign Electoral Observers." (1993).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/11035

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 057562
ISSN: 1060-4189

Honduras: Government Announces Decision To Invite
Foreign Electoral Observers
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, June 11, 1993
In a significant break with past practices, Honduran political leaders and electoral authorities have
agreed to invite foreign electoral observers to oversee the country's upcoming general elections,
scheduled for Nov. 28 (for previous coverage see NotiSur 04/23/93). All three past elections held
since the country returned to civilian rule in the early 1980s have been marred by widespread
irregularities and bitter accusations of fraud. However, until now, the two main political parties
the ruling National Party and opposition Liberal Party had opposed any major role for foreign
observers, preferring instead to settle electoral disputes through political pacts between party
leaders. The recent agreement to allow foreign observers is largely the result of pressure exercised
by the Liberal Party on the National Elections Tribunal (Tribunal Nacional de Elecciones, TNE).
The Liberals have repeatedly insisted on the need for a purge of voter lists and have complained
about control of the TNE by National Party members. Liberal Party leaders have expressed the hope
that these and other irregularities regarding the elections can be overcome with the participation
of foreign observers. Under the agreement worked out between the parties, the TNE plans to
invite several observer delegations to maintain a presence during the six months leading up to
election day. Organizations on the list to receive invitations include the US-based Carter Center, the
Organization of American States (OAS), the International Federation of Electoral Systems (IFES),
and the Center for Electoral Assistance and Promotion (Centro de Asistencia y Promocion Electoral,
CAPEL). Both IFES and CAPEL are linked with the US National Endowment for Democracy (NED).
Meanwhile, with the campaign beginning to heat up, the TNE has already issued a call to the two
main presidential candidates the National Party's Oswaldo Ramos Soto and the Liberal Party's
Carlos Roberto Reina to moderate the tone of their campaign messages and stop launching personal
attacks and insults against political adversaries. In the most recent public opinion polls, Ramos
and Reina are virtually tied, with about 46% of voter preferences each. (Source: Inter Press Service,
06/01/93)
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